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What is a Charter School?

Å/ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ ǎƘŀƭƭΧΦ

ïMeet High Standards

ïProvide Parents with information

ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ

ïImprove student learning

ïEncourage the use of innovative learning methods

ïCreate innovative measurement tools

ïProvide competition 

ïCreate new professional 

opportunities for teachers



Charter Schools Have Board of 
Directors 

ÅBright Futures Board of Directors

ÅMr. John Gnecco- Chair

ÅMr. Bob Frein- Vice Chair

ÅMrs. Rebecca Nelson- Secretary

ÅMr. Frank Walker

ÅDr. Terry Couch

ÅMr. Giovanni deFrancisci

Board Meetings are held at the Riverside Campus

6:30 PM on the 4th Tuesday of every month



Welcome and Thank You for Sharing 
this Important Time with US!

ÅParental Involvement

ÅUnited Front

ÅOpen Door Policy
ÅKindergarten ς4thGrade 
ÅPrincipal-Jaime Madden 

ÅAssistant Principal- Amy Cognetti

ïOffice Team: Carolyn Garcia & Elizabeth Muniz

Å5thς8th Grade 
ÅPrincipal- Henry Di Giacinto

ÅAssistant Principal- Ken Campbell

ïOffice Team: Marianne Kraut & Cheryl Kovalsky



άDecades of research show that when 

parents are involved students haveсέ: 

ÅHigher grades, test scores, and 

ÅGraduation rates 

ÅBetter school attendance 

ÅIncreased motivation, better self-esteem 

ÅLower rates of suspension 

ÅDecreased use of drugs and alcohol 

ÅFewer instances of violent behavior 



How Can Parents Get Involved?

ÅActive Communication with the School

ÅVolunteering

ÅLearning at Home

ÅAttending School Functions

ÅContact Personnel:

ïMorgan Mitchell- School Volunteer & Events 
Coordinator

ïDavid Suarez- Events Coordinator

ïLisa Butler- Parent Liaison for Volunteers



How Parents Can Get Involved

Active 
Communication



ÅDesign effective forms of school-to-home and home-
to-school communications about school programs 
and children's progress

ïJupiter Grades- Weekly Newsletters- Website- Automated 
Telephone Announcements- Agendas

ÅConferences with every parent at least 2x Per Year

ïPEP/IEP/504 Conferences 2x Per year- REQUIRED

ÅLanguage translators to assist families as needed

ïSpanish, French & Creole 



Jupitergrades.COM

ÅEmpowering Parents and Students

ÅParents and Students can log on and review 
homework assignments, grades, attendance 
and communicate with the teacher

ÅLog on to Jupitergrades.com

ï9ƴǘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ

ïBright Futures Academy

ïNorth Palm Beach

ïFlorida



SHARK BYTES
Weekly Newsletters

ÅAll BFA newsletters will be electronic for the 
2011-2012 academic year. 

ÅTo access the newsletter go to 
Brightfuturesacdemy.comand click on the 
link!

ÅIf you do not have access to the internet, 
paper copies will be available in the office for 
pick up Monday-Friday.



Automated School Announcements

ÅIn an effort to increase communications, BFA 
uses an automated information system that 
will contact your family through the phone 
and/or internet. Please visit the sign up table 
to ensure your information is correct.

ÅSee Cheryl Kovalsky to sign up!!



The Parent Teacher Conference

ÅPEP: Personal Education Plans

ÅESE: Exceptional Student Education

Å504: Plan to accommodate for a variety of 
needs

ÅCST: Child Study Team Meetings

ÅMeetings with Administration



Rules to Live By:
Please try to attend all scheduled meetings, if you are unable to 

make your appointment, we ask that you call ahead- just like 
at your doctors office!

Please arrive on time. Usually we are pressed for time; however, 
just like at the doctors office if a previous meeting runs over, 
we may run late!

Please respect the time period allowed for your meeting, if your 
meeting runs over, someone else may have to wait.

Please come to the meeting prepared with questions regarding 
ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎǎΦ !ǎƪ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘΗ 
There are no stupid questions. 



Rules to Live By:

ÅPlease remember that we are here for YOUR 
CHILD!! Teachers at BFA do not have favorites, 
Řƻ ƴƻǘ άǎƛƴƎƭŜ ƻǳǘέ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǘǊŜŀǘ 
your child differently because you have a 
complaint. 

ÅPlease be courteous. BFA employees should 
NEVER be rude or degrading to parents or 
students; therefore, we will not tolerate rude, 
degrading behavior from parents.



Personal Education Plans

ÅTwo times per year parents are asked to 
attend a conference to discuss student goals. 
Students are invited to attend if you feel it 
would be beneficial to their education. 

ïPlease sign up for your meeting

ï5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƛƳŜ

ïRespect the time limit set for your meeting

ïCome prepared with questions 



Exceptional Student Education

ÅJanine Korody- Coordinator of ESE services

ïGifted Education Services- compacting, 
acceleration, enrichment, self pacing, etc. 

ÅConsultation model- Amy Cognetti

ïSpecific Learning Disability- Wilson Reading

ÅBrooke Pagetti & Carrie Moore

ïSpeech- voice, fluency & articulation-

ÅCharlotte Murray

ïLanguage Impairment- vocabulary, reading 
comprehension, pragmatics, communication skills

ÅCharlotte Murray



504 Student Plan

ÅWhen a physical condition impacts a major life 
activity, students may require special 
accommodations that require a specific plan 
ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŜǘ

ÅExamples requiring a 504:

ïMay be considered a temporary need- broken 
bone, surgery, post traumatic stress disorder

ïMay be considered a long term need- diabetes, 
ADHD, sickle cell anemia, schizophrenia, albinism



How Parents Can Get Involved

Volunteering



ÅRecruit and organize parent help and support 

ïV.I.P.S Programs

ïSchool Volunteering Requirement of 15 Hours

ÅSchool and classroom volunteer program to 
help teachers, administrators, students, and 
other parents

ïContact Morgan Mitchell!!!



Volunteering
Confidentiality Agreement

ÅBright Futures Parents must volunteer 15 
hours, per active parent each year

ÅAll volunteers and school visitors must present 
identification upon entering school grounds

ÅAll volunteers/visitors must sign into the VIPS 
program

ÅAll volunteers/visitors must wear the printed 
name tag indicating that they are a visitor at 
Bright Futures Academy



ÅPTA Events

ÅConcession Stand Duties & Food Specials

ÅThanksgiving Feast

ÅClass Parties

ÅField Trips

ÅEDU-Garden

ÅSports Teams

ÅFriday Night at the Riverside

ÅFacility Needs



How Parents Can Get Involved

Learning at Home



ÅProvide information and ideas to families about how 
to help students at home with homework and other 
curriculum-related activities, decisions, and planning

ïPTA Information Sessions 

ÅInformation for families on skills required for 
students in all subjects at each grade

ïSunshine State Standards

ÅInformation on homework policies and how to 
monitor and discuss schoolwork at home



How Parents Can Get Involved

Attending School 
Functions



School Functions: Check your 
Calendars

ÅOffice Depot Night: 

ÅTuesday, Aug. 16th 6:00pm

ÅMeet the Teacher Day: 

ÅFriday, Aug. 19th 9:00am-12:00pm

ÅSeptember:

Å9th 16th 23rd Movie Night at Riverside

Å13th Barnes and Noble Night

Å27th Board Meeting



Parent Student Handbook

ÅPalm Beach County School District Student 
and Family Handbook 2011-2012 is available 
on line @ www. Palmbeachschools.org



Attendance & Absences

ÅStudents must be in attendance for 40 of each 
45 days in a 9 week period

ÅMake up work must be submitted within ONE 
DAY on return for each day absent. 

ÅYou must turn in a note, SIGNED BY THE 
PARENT, in order to receive an excused 
absence



ÅRiverside Staff: 
ïPhil Robinson-Marianne Kraut-& Ken Campbell

ÅLighthouse Staff:
ïCarolyn Garcia-Lynnae Steinberg-

ÅProsperity Staff:
ïSteve Soloman



Arrival Time

ÅSchool Starts at 7:45AM

ÅEARLY BIRDS

ïStudents can arriving as early as 7:20-7:44 AM(NO 
EARLIER)and must be signed in to Before Care!  
After 7:45 AM they may go directly to their class!

ÅLATE ARRIVERS

ïAfter 8:00AM students are considered tardy and 
MUST be signed in at the front office!



ÅBefore Care-

ïOpens at 7:20AM

ïBreakfast $1.00

ÅAfter Care-

ïBegins Monday, August 22

ïAll AC students will be shuttled to Riverside 
Campus

ï$50 Registration Fee 

ÅSee Aftercare Forms



ÅDismissal begins at 3:15 on regular school 
days and 11:15 on half days. 

ÅTHERE WILL BE NO DISMISSALS BETWEEN 
2:45 AND 3:15 UNLESS PRIOR 
ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE OR THERE 
IS A FAMILY EMERGENCY

ÅNo pick up changes without prior written 
notice. 



ÅHalf Days: 

ï11:15AM regular dismissal

ïNO AFTERCARE

ÅRegular Days:

ï3:15PM regular dismissal

ï3:15PM Shuttle Bus Rider Dismissal



ÅMap

ïPlease review your arrival/dismissal map 

ÅManners

ïNo cell phones in line

ïDo not block traffic

ïObey street signs (no left turn out of lot)

ïNo Yelling at Staff

ïNo drinking and driving

ïStay Alert

ïRemain in your car



ÅShuttle Bus Departs Promptly at 7:25AM from 
each campus and you MUST have your child 
there on time or you must transport!

ÅShuttle Bus forms must be filled out for your 
child to ride the Bus. 

ï(get out your forms!)

ÅBus Rules must be followed.



ÅStudents at BFA ride the bus for various 
reasons- (get out your Bus Permission Form!)

ïAM/PM Shuttle

ïSick Clinic

ïPE Transportation

ïSports

ïClubs

ïAftercare



Walkers and Bike Riders

ÅWALKERS AND BIKE RIDERS MUST HAVE 
SIGNED PAPER WORK 

ÅADDITIONALLY, IN EMERGENCY SITUATIONS, A 
PARENT MUST BE CONTACTED BEFORE A 
WALKER OR BIKE RIDER WILL DISMISSED



Discipline
Florida State Statute 1003.04

(1)Each public K-12 student must remain in 
attendance through the school  year, unless 
excused by the school for illness or other 
good cause, and must comply fully with the 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŎƻŘŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘΦέ

See Forms: Parent Student Acknowledgement



Discipline
Florida State Statute 1003.04

ÅάThe parents of each public K-12 student must 
ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
district school board, superintendent, principal, 
teachers, and school bus drivers according to ss. 
1003.31 and 1003. 32, to remove the student 
from the classroom and the school bus and, when 
appropriate and available, to place the student in 
an alternative education setting, if the student is 
disobedient, disrespectful, violent, abusive, 
ǳƴŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŀōƭŜΣ ƻǊ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘƛǾŜΦέ



{ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ /ƻŘŜ ƻŦ /ƻƴŘǳŎǘ 

ÅShould be followed at all times when at 
school, on the school bus and/or at a school 
function

ÅNO Behaviors:

ïDisruptive-Rude-Disrespectful-Non-Compliant

ïLying-Cheating-Stealing-Destroying Property

ïIrresponsible Bathroom Usage

ïBullying-Gangs-Cyber Threats-Gossip

ïInappropriate Touching of ANY KIND



Detentions

ÅDetentions are issued due to violations of 
student code of conduct. 

ÅParents must sign detention notice and 
students must attend detention

Å{ǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀŘƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ 
without a signed detention notice

ÅWE DO NOT CALL PARENTS REGARDING 
ISSUED DETENTIONS



Consequences

ÅDetentions- Held at the Riverside Campus

ï5-8: Monday-Wednesday-Thursday 3:30-4:30

ï3-4: Tuesday 3:30-4:30

ÅConduct Improvement

ÅSuspension- Repeat Offenses or Level 2 or 
Higher 1st time offense

ÅRemoval from the Program- Repeat Offenses 
or Level 2 or Higher 1st time offense

ÅExpulsion or Recommendation for Alternative



Conduct Improvement
1 or 2 in conduct on report card

ÅConduct Improvement Classes are held at the 
end of each 9 week period from 3:30-4:30PM 
Monday- Friday

ÅReport Card Conduct Grading Scale

ï4: Contributes to the learning of self and others

ï3: Contributes to learning of self

ï2: Disrupting the learning of self

ï1: Disrupting the learning of self and others



Dress Code

ÅStudents must follow the BFA Dress Code!

ïUniform Shirt with BFA or BFA EDU-Garden Logo

ïNavy, Black, Khaki

ïShorts, Skorts, or Pants

ïBFA t-shirt may be worn under collared shirt for 
PE

ïNo baggie pants, tank tops, flip flops, or large 
earrings!



ÅCar Decals

ÅStudent Identification Badges

ÅStaff Uniforms

ÅVisitor ID Badge Printers

ÅCrisis Response Training



Cyber Safety

ÅBFA staff members may not friend students on 
facebook or other on line sites

ÅBFA can not get involved with student issues 
that transpire on-line

Å.C! ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ άǘƛǇ ƻŦŦǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ 
may occur on campus if reported by a student 
or parent



Student Health
NO SHOTS NO SCHOOL NO KIDDING

ÅStudent Illness Policy

ïDo not send your child to school sick!! Use 
common sense-

ÅFever Free for 24 hours

ÅDiarrhea/Vomit Free for 24 hours

ÅNO RASHES or OPEN SORES- Chicken Pox-MERSA

ÅNo Lice! No Scabies!

ÅPink Eye Symptoms



ÅTo reduce the spread of communicable 
diseases, students that are not picked up with 
in an hour after parents are contacted (or if 
the parents can not be contacted) will be sent 
to the Riverside Clinic where they will be 
isolated from the general population. The 
clinic staff will continue to attempt contacting  
the parents- letting them know where to pick 
up their child. A $5 convenience Fee will be 
charged for each hour a child is kept in the 
clinic.



Medications 

ÅMedications MUST BE KEPT IN THE OFFICE

ÅOften, students with 504s require medications 
to be administered during the day. 

ïNebulizer Treatments

ïInsulin Injections

ïSunscreen Application

ïAnti-Inflammatory  (Advil, Alieve, Tylenol, etc.)



Medications Policy

ÅYour child may need a 504 Plan!!

ïNotify the school if your child has a diagnosed 
health condition that requires accommodations, 
or medications, or could require special care in 
emergency situations!

ïIf your child does not have a 504 plan and you feel 
he/she may need one- Please contact Janine 
YƻǊƻŘȅ ƻǊ /ŀǊƻƭ aŜǊƳŀƴ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 
needs!



MEDICATION POLICY
MUST HAVE A DOCTOR AND PARENT 

SIGNATURE
ÅNO MEDICATIONS (PRESCRIPTION OR NOT)

ÅNO LOTIONS OR CREAMS INCLUDING 
SUNSCREAN

ÅNO EYE OR EAR DROPS

ÅNO SPRAYS

ÅNO PERFUMES

ÅNO DEODORANT

ÅNO COUGH DROPS



ÅFlorida Kid Care offers health insurance 
options for families!!

ÅFlorida School Insurance offers accident 
insurance based on the needs of students and 
their parents!



ÅBFA will offer immunizations to our students 
and the community at large, free of charge, at 
the Lighthouse Campus from 3:45-6:30PM on 
dates to be announced.



Curriculum

BFA uses a WIDE variety of curriculum materials 
to teach students on their various levels and 
learning styles 

We use almost every major text book publisher 
used in education! 

Holt Mifflin-National Geographic-Scott 
Foresman- McMillan-McGraw Hill- Harcourt-
Steck Vaughn-Write Source-Zaner-Bloser-
Glencoe-Prentice Hall-Singapore Math to 
name a few!



Middle School Magnets

ÅBFA is offering students the opportunity to 
take a variety of courses based on Major Areas 
of Interest! 

ÅPlease fill out your paper work if you have not 
already!!

ÅForms Are Available



ÅClassroom Assessments

ïTeacher generated 

ïWritten Tests, Essays, Student Projects, Oral 
Presentations

ÅFCAT 

ïReading-Math-Science-Writing

ÅSSS Diagnostics

ï2 Times Per Year



Grading 

Å4.0 Regular Scale

Å4.5 Honors Scale

ÅGrading Scale: 

ï100-фл ά!έ

ï89-ул ά.έ

ï79-тл ά/έ

ï69-сл ά5έ

ï59-.Ŝƭƻǿ άCέ

ÅGrading Composition
ïParticipation

ïHomework

ïAssessments

ÅtǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΩǎ IƻƴƻǊ wƻƭƭΥ
ï!ƭƭ ά!Ωǎέ !ƭƭ пǎ ƛƴ /ƻƴŘǳŎǘ

ÅHonor Roll:
ï!ƭƭ ά!Ωǎ ϧ .Ωǎέ !ƭƭ оǎκпǎ ƛƴ  /ƻƴŘǳŎǘ

ÅB.U.G Roll:
ïUp in at least one subject- down in none

Academic Dishonesty- Including Plagiarism and Cheating will 

result in a ZERO for the assignment or assessment!



Back Packs and Lockers
Student Organization

ÅStudents may bring backpacks to school every 
day- except for the last week of school

ÅtƭŜŀǎŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǘƻ άIh!w5έ 
stuff in their back packs- teach them to empty 
them regularly!

ÅLockers are available at the Riverside Campus 
and will be assigned during the first week of 
school. Each MS bag has a coupon for $5.00 
toward the cost of a lock and locker.



Student Organization

ÅEach 1-4th Grade Bag contains an Agenda

ÅtƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ ŜŀŎƘ Řŀȅ ŦƻǊ 
notes and conduct grades

Å5-8 will only get agendas when deemed 
necessary

ÅStudents need to work toward self-
management so they will be prepared for High 
School and beyond



School Activities

ÅCivil Air Patrol

ÅEDU-Garden

ÅSports Program

ÅField Trips

ÅSchool Social Events

ÅClubs 
See form: Permission to Participate in School Activity Form



Civil Air 
Patrol

ÅThe Civil Air Patrol is the civilian auxiliary of the United States 
Air Force.

ÅNPB County Squadron Flight-152

ÅStudent receive aerospace education, drill and ceremonies, fly 
away trips and are tasked with various operations to support 
the US Government and the State of Florida

ÅMeets Monday Nights 6:30-9:00 for students 12 and older

ÅFees are from $70 and up- depending on uniforms and travel 
expenses



EDU-
Garden

Åά¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ 
responsibility for the environment while 
motivating them to develop an intrinsic desire 
for learning and the courage to think beyond 
ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳέ

ÅResearch field for hands on exploration!

ïArchaeology, Botany, Entomology, Conservation, 
Recycling, Team Work, Gardening, Animal 
Husbandry, and Much More



Sports Program
5th - 8th Grade

Åά9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
athletics for life, while providing a competitive 
team building program, and teaching 
sportsmanship to meet the needs of all 
ŀǘƘƭŜǘƛŎ ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎέ

ÅIntramural and scholastic sports activities

ÅSports include: Soccer, Volleyball, Basketball 
and Lacrosse



Field Trips

ÅK-4: One grade level field trip per 9 weeks

Å5-8: One subject area field trip per 9 weeks

Å4th Grade: St. Augustine

Å5th Grade:

Å6th Grade:

Å7th Grade:

Å8th Grade:

Field Trips are a privilege, not a right! Students must meet behavior 

requirements to attend field trips!

NO 1s or 2s in conduct



Clubs

ά!ŦǘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŜȄǘǊŀ-curricular activities that 
encourage camaraderie and foster self 
ŜǎǘŜŜƳέ

ÅScottish Dance

ÅJump Rope

ÅChess

Å4H

ïClubs Begin September 13th

ï$10 Fee per club! Space is limited 



ÅFull Time Care: 3:30- 6:00

ï1st Child: $250 Per Month

ï2nd Child: $150 Per Month

ï3rd Child: $100 Per Month

ÅPart Time Care: 3:30- 5:00

ï$150 Per Month Per Child

August is paid for by the $50 Registration Fee!



Aftercare Program

ÅParents will have the option to sign up for Full 
Time or Part Time Aftercare

ÅFull Time Runs until 6:00pm and includes:

ïArt, Music, PE, EDU-Garden and Spanish

ïHomework Help

ÅPart Time Runs until 5:00pm and includes:

ïArt, Music, PE, EDU-Garden and Spanish and/OR

ïProfessional Tutoring



Food and Concessions
ÅPizza Fridays

ÅSubway Wednesdays

ÅConcession

ÅSchool District Food Service 

ï$1.75 K-5

ï$2.00 6-8



ÅSupply Drop Off:

ïLighthouse: Meet the teacher day or during arrival

ïRiverside: Meet the teacher day or student brings 
supplies with them

ÅThe first week of school- supplies will be collected 
out front at drop off or in the home room class

ÅPARENTS WILL NOT BE ALLOWED UPSTAIRS DURING 
THE FIRST WEEK OF SCHOOL 

ÅKindergarten parents may walk their children 

to class during the first week of school

ÅWe follow the PBCSD days for hurricanes 

and other make up days




